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PLEASE RSVP BY  CONTACTING  THE  

ESTERO B AY  A QUATIC  PRESERVE 

O FFICE: 

* Come and join òthe Buddiesó on a tour of the 
historic Koreshan pioneer settlement.   

 

* After the tour, we will conduct the important 
business of selecting our board of directors and 

officers.   

 

* Local environmentalists/conservationists will 
speak at this yearõs event.  

 

Drinks and snacks will be served.   

Please help us protect our environment by bringing 
your own cup or mug for your beverage! 

Phone: 239-463-3240 
E-mail: estero.bay@dep.state.fl.us 

PLACE :   K ORESHAN  STATE  H ISTORIC  SITE  

3800 C ORKSCREW  R OAD                     

ESTERO,  FL 33928  

            

D ATE :  SATURDAY ,  M ARCH  27, 2010  

EVENT  T IME :  10:00 AMñ2:00 PM  

K ORESHAN  TOUR :  10:00 -10:45AM  

B OARD  M EETING :  11:00A M  

W ELCOME  SPECIAL  SPEAKERS:  12:00 PM  

W ATCH  OUT  FOR MANATEES! 2 

W HY  THE BLACK PLUME OF SMOKE FROM ESTERO RIVER SCRUB? 3 

VOLUNTEERS: ROOKERY MONITORING  & W ORKDAY  AT  W INKLER POINT  4  

N EW SEAGRASS PROTECTION  IN  AQUATIC  PRESERVES 6 

D ID  YOU  MAKE IT  TO  N ATIONAL  ESTUARIES DAY ? 

D O  NOT  DISTURBñCOLD  SNOOK  
7 

EBB MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL & INFO  UPDATES 8 
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The Mission of the Estero Bay Buddies (EBB), a 
Citizen Support Organization for Estero Bay Aquatic 
Preserve and Estero Bay Preserve State Park, is to 
support and further the protection, conservation, 
restoration, management, and the enhancement of 
the natural and cultural resources of the coastal and 
aquatic ecosystems of the Estero Bay estuary and 
watershed for the enjoyment and appreciation of 
current and future generations. 

Estero Bay Buddies Board of Directors  

Laura Estabrook  President 

Terry Cain   Vice President 

Jim Wohlpart  Secretary 

Reggie McNeill  Treasurer 

Richard Cain  Board Member 

Chris Christensen Board Member 

Sherry Furnari   Board Member 

Jack Horner  Board Member 

Dororthy McNeill  Board Member 

Pam Rokoskie  Board Member 

Sasha Wohlpart   Board Member 

 

Coastal and Aquatic Managed Areas (CAMA)  

Cheryl Clark Environmental Specialist I 

Stephanie Erickson Environmental Specialist I 

Sherry Furnari Environmental Specialist I 

Lisa Hensley Administrative Assistant 

Heather Stafford Manager ES III 

 

Division of Recreation and Parks (DRP)  

Robert Brooks Manager  

Steve Giguere Environmental Specialist I 

Karen LaCivita  Assistant Manager 

Erin Maehl  Administrative Staff Assistant 

 

   Please send contributions to:
 Estero Bay Buddies 

700-1 Fishermanôs Wharf 

Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931 

  EBB contact phone (Estero Bay Aquatic Preserve office): 
239.463.3240 
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THE EBB TIDE IS ON-LINE 

Wonder what this newsletter looks like in 
color?  Want to recommend a story to a friend?  
Find the online edition at:  

www.esterobaybuddies.org 

Got questions?  Please email them to:  

info@esterobaybuddies.org 

Watch out for Manatees! 

During 2009, 430 manatee deaths were recorded 
in Florida. Of these, 45 died in Lee County and 

15 were boat fatalities (33%).                                        
(source: http://research.myfwc.com/manatees/) 

CALENDAR  OF EVENTS 

Florida Sportsman Fishing & Boat Show:  
February 6 ð7, 2010 from 10am-5pm Sat., 
10am-4pm Sun.  Lee Civic Center 11831 Bayshore 
Rd., North Fort Myers.  Admission: $8 adults, 
children 12 & under with parent free. 
 
Volunteer Exotic Plant Workdays: February 20th & 
March 20th.  See page 4... 
 
Wading Trips: February 28th & March 16th. See 
page 5... 
 
Buddies 2010 Annual Meeting: March 27, 2010.  
See front page of newsletter. 
 
Renew EBB Membership & Contact Information: 
Deadline March 31st.  See last page... 
 
Volunteers for Rookery Monitoring:  
FebruaryñSeptember.  See page 4... 



by Steve Giguere 

Recent prescribed burns at the 
Estero Bay Preserve State Parkõs 
Estero River Scrub caught the 
attention of Lee County. The two 
burns executed on October 22nd and 
28th were visible throughout most of 
the County.  The two areas are a 
combined 158 acres and contained a 
large amount of dead invasive non-
native melaleuca trees.  Projects to 
treat and eradicate the noxious weed 
had been underway for many years and 
these burns were much in need.  With 
all of the dead wood on the ground and 
some still standing made for ample fuel 
for the fire.  To top it off when 
melaleuca, dead or alive, burns it 
releases an impressive black smoke.  
The smoke plume that these fires 
produced was reported from as far 
away as North Fort Myers, Naples and 
Immokalee.  The plumes were 

impressive but had a short duration so 
you may have missed them.  With the 
right conditions the smoke went up 
over the Preserve and out over the 
Estero Bay.  The burn was an 
important part of the ongoing 
restoration of the area.  The fire 
removed much of the understory dead 
wood and opened the overstory tree 
canopy.  The area now is growing back 
vibrant green, and next fall the grasses 
and wildflowers in these areas should 
be spectacular.  

There are likely to be some 
concerns of native pine mortality from 
the burns.  This is entirely expected by 
staff given the long absence of fire and 
abundance of fuel on the ground.  The 
areas were already very heavy with 
pine and thinning was necessary to 
allow light to penetrate the forest floor 

 Why the Black Plume of Smoke from Estero River Scrub? 
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to benefit the important and diverse 
understory vegetation. 

Florida Park Service fire crews 
came to assist and make these burns 
successful. They came from 
Koreshan State Historic Site, Loverõs 
Key State Park and the District 4 fire 
team came out to assist and helped 
to make these burns successful. 
Many thanks go out to the Estero 
and San Carlos Park Fire 
Departments for taking so many calls 
from citizens reporting the fire. 

For 2009 a total of 241 acres 
were prescribed burned at the 
Estero Bay Preserve State Park.  
Keep your eye out for more burns 
planned for 2010 to keep our 
Preserve healthy, ecologically 
abundant and diverse. 
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Now that the seasons have changed, the weather has 
been a bit cooler and the rains are diminishing.  The Estero 
Bay Buddies along with the Estero Bay Preserve State Park 
are hosting two upcoming invasive plant workdays on Satur-
day, February 20th and Saturday, March 20th.  The two days 
are planned to be held at the Winkler Point Trails at the    

Estero Bay Preserve State Park.  The focus of this project is 
to help Park Staff eradicate the invasive Brazilian pepper 
plant from this beautiful natural area.  Volunteers are greatly 
needed.  If you are interested in helping, please contact Steve 
Giguere at (239) 707-8910 for details. 

Itõs the Best Time of the Year: Park Staff Needs Your Help 

Volunteer Opportunities: Aquatic  & Land Based  

All these birds nest together in colonies on islands in 

Estero Bay, will you discover others? 

Great Egret   Snowy Egret 

Reddish Egret   Great Blue Heron 

Great White Heron  Little Blue Heron 

Double-crested Cormorant Tri-colored Heron 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron Brown Pelican 

Black-crowned Night-Heron Green Heron 

Stay 300ft away from nesting birds! 

N ESTING  SEASON    FEBRUARY  ð SEPTEMBER    B RING  YOUR  BINOCULARS ! 

EBAP Rookery Monitoring Schedule  Birders!...Sign up for rookery monitoring surveys within the 
bay.  If interested, please contact Cheryl Clark @ 
239.463.3240 (or email: Cheryl.Clark@dep.state.fl.us) and 
she will coordinate a location & time to meet to go out birding 
on the EBAP boat.   2/11/2010 Thursday 

2/15/2010 Monday 

2/17/2010 Wednesday 

3/9/2010 Tuesday 

3/10/2010 Wednesday 

3/15/2010 Monday 

4/14/2010 Wednesday 

4/19/2010 Monday 

4/20/2010 Tuesday 

5/12/2010 Wednesday 

5/13/2010 Thursday 

5/18/2010 Tuesday 

6/9/2010 Wednesday 

6/10/2010 Thursday 

6/15/2010 Tuesday 

7/15/2010 Thursday 

7/20/2010 Tuesday 

7/22/2010 Thursday 

8/11/2010 Wednesday 

8/12/2010 Thursday 

9/20/2010 Monday 

9/22/2010 Wednesday 

11:00 Southern Bay 

11:00 Northern Bay 

1:00 BACKUP 

9:30 Southern Bay 

9:30 Northern Bay 

12:00 TRAINING 

9:30 Southern Bay 

9:30 Northern Bay 

9:30 SCOUT/BACKUP 

9:00 Northern Bay 

9:00 Southern Bay 

9:00 BACKUP 

9:00 Northern Bay 

9:00 Southern Bay 

9:30 BACKUP 

10:00 Northern Bay 

8:30 Southern Bay 

9:00 BACKUP 

9:30 ALL 

11:30 BACKUP 

9:30 ALL 

9:30 BACKUP 

                Date                      Time     Rookeries  


